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There are certain set of guidelines that give judgment to every single thing that we do in life.  In the family setup as children, we are taught by our parents of various things we are supposed to do and others that we should not do.  It is true that each family have their own set of beliefs and ideals.  This can be as a result of the influence from the environment in which the family is situated, the government that the family abides in or the religion set up of the family.  Despite the differences, norms come in and holds true in all societies and households in a constant manner.  In that essence all households have established standards of behavior that should be maintained by the society. 

The norms are of much importance to the society because the keep every citizen in that society very keen with their behavior.  The laws only cannot be enough when it comes to peace requirement in the society.  The norms are in two forms; informal and formal norms. For the formal norms, we normally refer them as laws in the society while the informal norms are made through agreement among everyone in the society to follow. In a society, norms   can be viewed as the little and serious things that every citizen should abide by.  These norms are much important compared to the laws. This is because the norms cover many things in which disagreements among people may cause fights hence violating the laws.  In that essence, not all people follow the norms hence others break the norms. 


In my society, the American society, etiquette is an informal norm hence a folkway.  We children are usually taught by our parents since we are young about the norms. In my society, we young people is a norm to respond to the greetings by the elders. In this instance, I decided to be rude and refuse to respond to any elder person who greeted me.  This norm exists in the American society in order to maintain the respect between the young people and the elderly people. In that essence, violating such norm is a big crime in the society.  Many elderly people who happened to greet me, I rejected their greetings and responded rudely to them.  This was amazing to them and this was quickly reported to my parents whom were held responsible for my bad behavior in the society. 

In the breaking of this norm made my family left alone for no one would want to be associated with such bad behaving family.  People reacted differently, for some came to me and advised me to apologize while others did not want to associate with me anymore. I learned that norms in a society is of great importance and acts as a social control to hold everyone together.  These norms bring peace in the society and respect among people. This made me feel sorry for disgracing my family after choosing to violate the informal norm. 
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